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years, going back probably three dec-
ades now, we have taken the position
in this country that we are going to let
companies get as big as they can get
because they say ‘‘we need to get big so
we can function in the global econ-
omy.” But the ramifications of letting
them get so big with no regulation has
been that if they make a mistake, then
it doesn’t just affect their stockholders
and their employees, it affects the rest
of the country. Now we have seen that.
As you said early on in the opening re-
marks, the chickens have come home
to roost. That is where we are.

This Congress, this government, has
to start standing up for Main Street,
not for Wall Street, understanding that
Wall Street provides great benefits for
this country at times. But we have to
make sure that ultimately we protect
the average American working family.
That is what this Congress I think has
been committed to doing since day one,
and we will continue to be committed
to that as we move forward.

I yield back, and thank you for your
leadership, Mr. HODES.

Mr. HODES. Thank
YARMUTH.

I appreciate the time we had, Madam
Speaker, to talk about the economy. In
the coming days, the Financial Serv-
ices Committee will be presenting two
very important proposals to help more
on the mortgage crisis. One, we will
provide some loan-ability and guar-
antee-ability through the Federal
Housing Administration to lenders who
are willing to write down loans and
help people who are facing foreclosure
and who may be in distress on their
homes in order to make more money
available to prevent foreclosures, and
to help those, say at least 1 million,
perhaps up to 2 million people who
have been in foreclosures.

The second thing is we expect to pro-
pose a program of loans and grants to
help States and cities acquire prop-
erties that have been foreclosed and fa-
cilitate returning them to the rolls as
owner-occupied or rental units.

Taken together, these initiatives are
going to be very important. They are
going to allow millions of families to
avoid disasters, they are going to help
hard-pressed jurisdictions avoid the
cascade of deteriorating neighborhoods
and abandoned houses that follow the
kind of crises we have seen, and they
are going to help stem the steep and
destabilizing decline in house prices
that led to and is intensifying the fi-
nancial crisis, because we cannot allow
this crisis to continue unabated.

This Congress is ready to act. We are
going to help middle-class and working
families out of this hole.

I thank my colleagues for joining me
tonight, and I thank Madam Speaker
for her indulgence in allowing us to go
over a short amount of time.

you, Mr.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
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lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WEINER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. TANCREDO) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. TANCREDO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
April 3.

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, April 9.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, April 9.

Mr. WESTMORELAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. WELLER of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. HUNTER, for 5 minutes, today and
April 3.

Mr. BisHOP of Utah, for 5 minutes,
April 8.

(The following Member (at his re-
quest) to revise and extend his remarks
and include extraneous material:)

Mr. MARIO DI1AZ-BALART of Florida,
for 5 minutes, today.

——————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 980. An act to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to address online phar-
macies; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, in addition to the Committee on
the Judiciary for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-

in the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.
—————
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. HALL of New York. Madam

Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 31 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, April 3, 2008, at 10
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5807. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Community Fa-
cilities Grant Program (RIN: 0575-AC75) re-

H1971

ceived March 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

5808. A letter from the President and Chief
Executive Officer, Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s annual report on the provision of serv-
ices to minority and diverse audiences by
public broadcasting entities and public tele-
communications entities, pursuant to 47
U.S.C. 396(m)(2); to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

5809. A letter from the Attorney, Office of
Assistant General Counsel for Legislation
and Regulatory Law, Department of Energy,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Alternative Fuel Transportation Program;
Private and Local Government Fleet Deter-
mination (RIN: 1904-AB69) received March 17,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5810. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Emnergy, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report outlining the status of Exxon
and Stripper Well Oil Overcharge Funds as of
September 30, 2006, satisfying the request set
forth in the Conference Report accom-
panying the Department of Interior and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act of 1988,
Pub. L. 100-202; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

5811. A letter from the Administrator, En-
ergy Information Administration, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting a copy of a re-
port entitled ‘‘Emissions of Greenhouse
Gases in the United States 2006, pursuant to
Public Law 102-486 section 1605(a); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5812. A letter from the Chief Financial Offi-
cer, Department of Energy, transmitting the
Department’s status of the report entitled,
“Report on Uncosted Balances,”” pursuant to
Public Law 102-486; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

5813. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting a letter ex-
pressing the Department’s opposition to ef-
forts to legislatively impose temporary or
long-term suspensions on the acquisition of
petroleum for the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

5814. A letter from the Comptroller Gen-
eral, Government Accountability Office,
transmitting the Office’s report concerning
GAO employees who were assigned to con-
gressional committees during fiscal year
2007, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 719(b)(1)(C); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5815. A letter from the Board Members,
Railroad Retirement Board, transmitting a
copy of the annual report for Calendar Year
2007, in compliance with the Government in
the Sunshine Act, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552b(j); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

5816. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Department of
the Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — National Park System Units in
Alaska (RIN: 1024-AD38) received March 13,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

5817. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator For Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Summer Flounder,
Scup, and Black Sea Bass Fisheries; 2008
Scup Specifications; Correction [Docket No.
071030625-8130-02] (RIN: 0648-XC84) received
March 13, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

5818. A letter from the Director, Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts,
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